
Sermon for December 27, 2020       BMZ Church 

 

Series: “A DIFFERENT CHRISTMAS” 

For Message: Luke 1:1-4, 2:1-20 

Message Title:  “Don’t Miss It!” 

 

Introduction: MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE! I’m so glad you are with us as we 

CONTINUE our WORSHIP SERIES called “A DIFFERENT CHRISTMAS”! 
As we have gone through this ADVENT (The ARRIVAL of a notable PERSON, thing, 

or EVENT), we’ve been PREPARING ourselves for the COMING of Jesus by talking about 

being DIFFERENT FROM this DARK and HOPE-DEPRIVED WORLD we live in. If we’re 

going to be prepared for the celebration of Jesus coming as a baby, we need to have a right 

relationship with God. Jesus said, “Go into all the world and make disciples…” That’s OUR 
JOB! If we are going to be prepared for Jesus to come again, we need to be doing our jobs. 

 We cannot do our job of inviting others to follow Jesus Christ unless we offer people 

SOMETHING DIFFERENT in the middle of THEIR DARK DAYS. 

 Now, I know some of YOU have BIRTHDAYS around this time of year, but I’m pretty 
sure YOU are NOT the REASON SCHOOLS and businesses close and everyone BUYS each 

other PRESENTS ALL over the WORLD … sorry!  It’s Jesus’ birthday! Jesus said in 

Matthew 25, IF we want to GIVE JESUS a GREAT GIFT, the best way is to HELP THOSE who 

cannot help themselves. It is JESUS’ BIRTHDAY! Not yours! 
 Over the past few weeks, BMZ has HELPED people with PHYSICAL NEEDS 

LOCALLY and INTERNATIONALLY … ORPHANAGES in SE ASIA! Our Food Pantries 

served MANY PEOPLE over the last month with FOOD and some CHRISTMAS GIFTS! Our 

GIVING TREES have helped MANY FAMILIES / STUDENTS this CHRISTMAS. 

 Remember Jesus said we are to “go into all the world…” Again this year we are 

supporting INTHERHOPE MISSIONS. AND, we have a MATCH GIFT! 

 WE are MAKING a DIFFERENCE for people who may have NEEDS. 

 WHY do we do it? Because “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 
whosoever would believe in Him would not die, but live forever.” JESUS OFFERS ETERNAL 

LIFE in what he calls “Paradise”. We DISCOVER as we become disciplined and FOLLOW 

Jesus that “Paradise” can START HERE in this life. BUT we also REALIZE this side of our 

EARTHLY DEATH is just a DROP in the OCEAN compared to our ETERNITIES. And 

JESUS HOLDS our ETERNITIES! In RESPONSE, WE are willing to DO WHATEVER 

Jesus calls us to do! Like give to help others in need! 

 So, CHRISTMAS is a CELEBRATION of Jesus coming and a CHANCE to SERVE Him 

as Lord!  Well, our Scripture is a FAMILIAR one. We READ IT or some version of it EVERY 

CHRISTMAS. We are going to READ and TALK ABOUT a BABY being BORN. 

 BUT you know what? This STORY REMINDS US HOW IMPORTANT WE ARE TO 

GOD! God gave a GIFT … GOD SENT His SON as a GIFT to US … ME and YOU … and it’s 

REALLY IMPORTANT we KNOW ABOUT the GIFT and WHY God GAVE IT! 

 THIS STORY is SO IMPORTANT … a DOCTOR wanted to MAKE SURE NO ONE 

could ARGUE over the STORY’S VALIDITY! It’s REAL! BUT the STORY RAISES some 

QUESTIONS …  
SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT CHRISTMAS… 

Why DETAILED? 
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 Before we read it, let me remind you LUKE is the AUTHOR of this account of Jesus’ 
life. Luke was a PHYSICIAN, a science-minded guy who wanted to WRITE NOTHING BUT 

the TRUTH. Luke did not want to deal with people proving any of his story wrong, so you 

will notice Luke gives a lot of DETAIL about NAMES and PLACES.  

Here’s what he says at the BEGINNING of his writing. He is writing TO a FRIEND and 
COLLEAGUE, THEOPHILUS … LUKE 1:1-4 = Many people have set out to write 

accounts about the events that have been fulfilled among us. 2 They used the eyewitness 

reports circulating among us from the early disciples.* 3 Having carefully investigated 

everything from the beginning, I also have decided to write a careful account for you, 

most honorable Theophilus, 4 so you can be certain of the truth of everything you were 

taught. 1  LUKE makes sure the readers of this BIOGRAPHY can CHECK OUT the 

FACTS THEMSELVES! Luke used many EYEWITNESSES BEFORE he would WRITE down 

any part of JESUS’ STORY … INCLUDING THIS PART. 

 Okay, here’s how we are going to approach this Scripture. We’re going to spend a 

LITTLE time on Luke and Bethlehem … a LITTLE time on Mary and Joseph … then, MOST of 
our TIME on the ones who make sense to us: The Shepherds! 

 Let’s start with Luke’s SET UP … LUKE 2:1-3 = At that time the Roman emperor, 

Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 2 (This 

was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their 

own ancestral towns to register for this census.2 Luke starts with the FACTS! Again, this is 

Luke writing. NOTHING BUT FACTS! 

Notice LUKE NAMES NAMES, TIMES, and PLACES. The people could 

CALCULATE EXACT DATES according to who was in power. Caesar AUGUSTUS was 

Roman EMPEROR. It was the 1st census taken under QUIRINIUS, who was GOVERNOR of 

SYRIA. With that information, the READERS of LUKE’S writings in the 1st century COULD 

TRACE the exact time. The people would understand that to take the census, EVERYONE had 

to RETURN to the HOMETOWN of their ancestors. Ever TRIED to COUNT people 

while they’re MOVING? 

Okay, let’s press on … Luke writes more DETAIL … NAMING NAMES and PLACES 
… LUKE 2:4-5 = 4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to 

Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of 
Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was now obviously 

pregnant. 3  There was a CENSUS being taken by the ROMAN EMPIRE. They were 

TRACKING the POPULATIONS in each of their GOVERNANCES. And, Joseph, ENGAGED 

to MARY had to go to BETHLEHEM… Which is VERY MEANINGFUL for US! 
Why BETHLEHEM? 

Why Bethlehem? 2 REASONS: Reason #1 = Joseph was a descendent of KING 

DAVID. David’s family home was in or near Bethlehem. Joseph had to return to his hometown 

from Nazareth (70 miles north of Bethlehem) at the time of the census. He was engaged to Mary 

(like marriage in their culture … just not living together yet) and so he was OBLIGATED to 

TAKE HER WITH him. She was very pregnant and she gave birth while they were there. 

Reason #2 = That’s HOW GOD PLANNED IT! See, God PLANNED on His Son being 

born in Bethlehem LONG BEFORE it happened. God PROMISED the people of Israel their 

 
1 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 1:1–4). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
2 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:1–3). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
3 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:4–5). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
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MESSIAH would be born a DESCENDANT of the FAMILY of DAVID (GREATEST KING 

the people had ever seen) through the PROPHETS (Isaiah / Micah) of the Old Testament. 

The LAST PROPHECY about the Messiah coming to save the people of Israel was 

OVER 400 YEARS before Jesus’ birth. God PROMISED the people for hundreds of years Jesus 

was coming through the FAMILY of DAVID and would be BORN in BETHLEHEM. MICAH 

5:2 = 2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of 

Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on 

my behalf. 4 SO, the people would BELIEVE Jesus was the Son of God … MESSIAH! 

Okay, let’s get this BABY BORN … LUKE 2:6-7 = 6 And while they were there, the 

time came for her baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped 

him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging 

available for them. 5  Wait … IF this is the Son of GOD, why MARY and JOSEPH? 

Why MARY and JOSEPH? 

Why Mary and Joseph? There are TWO (2) REASONS: REASON #1 = Joseph was 

from the LINE of DAVID. Jesus had to be born into a family from the line of David (Prophecy). 

REASON #2 = Mary and Joseph were COMMON people … they were NOT ROYALTY 
or RICH. If God is going to SHOW He SENT His Son for ALL people, Jesus must come from A 

FAMILY that is ACCESSIBLE. If JESUS is BORN into a ROYAL FAMILY (like many of the 

people expected), it would be HARD for ALL PEOPLE to relate to the MESSIAH. GOD 

WANTED ALL PEOPLE to KNOW HIM! 

If anything, Mary and Joseph were going through some HARD TIMES. GOD even 

USES people who are going through DIFFICULT times … IF they have FAITH like Mary. 

Speaking of ORDINARY or LOWLY PEOPLE and going through HARD TIMES … 
Listen to WHO gets to HEAR the CHANGING of the WORLD FIRST! LUKE 2:8-12 = 8 That 

night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 
9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s 
glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be 
afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The 

Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 
12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips 

of cloth, lying in a manger.”6  The ANGELS appeared to WHOM? 

Why SHEPHERDS? 

I LOVE that the angels appeared to THIRD-SHIFT WORKERS in the FIELDS 

OUTSIDE of TOWN! I wonder how many times they got done with their shift out in the 

country, came back to town and said, “What happened? I didn’t hear a thing?” 

Here are lowly SHEPHERDS, in the fields AT NIGHT, PROTECTING the SHEEP and 

SUDDENLY there is an ANGEL “among them.” HOW do we KNOW this HAPPENED? 

Because when LUKE INTERVIEWED MARY, he heard her story about what the shepherds had 

seen. Remember, they told everyone in the stable what had happened in the fields. 

Did you hear what the ANGEL SAID? “DON’T BE AFRAID!” There must be 

something SCARY about ANGELS and being in GOD’S PRESENCE. In the OT, Abraham, 

Moses, Joshua, Jeremiah, and Daniel had to be told, “Don’t be afraid!” In the NT, Zechariah, 

Mary, the Shepherds, Peter, John, and Paul all hear, “Don’t be afraid!” And in EACH 

 
4 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mic 5:2). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
5 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:6–7). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
6 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:8–12). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mic5.2&off=23&ctx=uler+from+Bethlehem%0a~2%C2%A0*%C2%A0But+you%2c+O+Bethl
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INSTANCE, once the ANGEL or GOD spoke those assuring words, the person or persons 

CALMED down and HEARD God’s message. 
That’s what happened here … the SHEPHERDS CALMED DOWN and HEARD about 

the Messiah. The Hebrew/Jewish people have been waiting for the promised MESSIAH for 

HUNDREDS of YEARS and the FIRST PEOPLE to hear about the Messiah FINALLY coming 

are SHEPHERDS.  Then the SHEPHERDS get to SEE a whole host of angels—the 

ARMIES of HEAVEN—praising God! LUKE 2:13-14 = 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by 

a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God 
in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 7 

Now the SHEPHERDS have a DECISION to make … WILL WE GO and SEE JESUS? I 

wonder how long they talked about it, and can you IMAGINE the CONVERSATION? “I’d like 
to go, but who’s going to watch the sheep? I have a JOB to do.” “I’d like to go too, but 
my wife is expecting me for breakfast … FAMILY is very important you know!” “I 
don’t think I want to go. I’m OFF my SHIFT in about an HOUR and I want to have 

some FUN! How much fun will it be staring at a newborn kid in a feed trough?”  “I 

would hate to make the parents uncomfortable with us just showing up unannounced.” 

Well, finally they DECIDE to go … that’s #1. Then, they had to make the EFFORT to 

get there … that’s #2! It was going to take TIME and ENERGY to be INVOLVED in that scene 

at the MANGER. It would TAKE EFFORT on their part TO MEET JESUS! 

LUKE 12:15-19 = 15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 

each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the 

Lord has told us about.” 16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And 

there was the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone 

what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 18 All who 

heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 19 but Mary kept all these things in her heart 

and thought about them often.8 THEY (Shepherds) WERE THRILLED they WENT! 

Why NOT US? 

I wonder what OUR EXCUSES ARE. Obviously, we SHOULD ALL be AFRAID to be 

in God’s presence … BUT hear Jesus say, “Do not be afraid.” It’s Christmas … what a 
GREAT TIME to come and MEET Jesus! Do not be afraid … stop making excuses … 
Make the effort in this new year of 2021. This is the year WE GET DIFFERENT, GET TO 

KNOW who JESUS really is! Let’s MAKE Jesus a PRIORITY… ATTEND WORSHIP, READ 

our BIBLES REGULARLY, practice PRAYING, DO NOT MISS the opportunity to SERVE to 

make a DIFFERENCE in the LIVES of people AROUND YOU! 

IF the SHEPHERDS had NOT GONE, they would have MISSED out on getting to tell 

the STORY. They would have MISSED OUT on the CELEBRATION … LUKE 2:20 = 20 The 

shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen. It was just as the angel had told them. 9 

WE have a CHANCE to SHARE what we’ve SEEN and HEARD … the TRUE (you can 
CHECK IT according to LUKE!) story of JESUS. We have OPPORTUNITIES to SHARE 

ETERNITY and MAKE a DIFFERENCE with people who are living in DARKNESS and 

HOPELESSNESS … ALL OVER the WORLD! 

 
7 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:13–14). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
8 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:15–19). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
9 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 2:20). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
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Remember the STORY? 2 TEENAGE GIRLS, BOLD in their FAITH … “Will you 
COME and FOLLOW JESUS?” At a FUNERAL … 90+ people came to a SAVING FAITH in 

a CULTURE that is 5% CHRISTIAN! THAT is what YOU’RE SUPPORTING! 

Another STORY … “MALY” means “BLOSSOM” 

We GET to be MAKE a DIFFERENCE this CHRISTMAS … MATCH GIFT! Don’t 
miss it!      Let’s PRAY! 

 

Next Steps:  I will memorize Luke 2:20 

I will read Luke 1 and 2 

I will make a DIFFERENCE to the ends of the earth through InterHope 

I will pray for and invite someone to worship with me in 2021 
 

 

Hosting (Closing) 
HEY, it has been a GREAT DAY here at BMZ… Glad you’ve been here with us! 
Or NEXT STEPS on your CONNECTION CARD (FULLY FILLED OUT!!)  
You can drop that card in the offering basket. 
IF you are a First-Time Guest with us today  
We are so glad you joined us … And we have a GIFT for you.  
It’s this book “UNSHAKABLE” and it’s at the BACK TABLE / By the DOORS… 
all you need to do is HIT “SEND” your COMPLETED Connection Card  
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I just want to remind you that … STEWARDSHIP is DISCIPLESHIP … we RECEIVE an 
OFFERING EVERY Sunday BECAUSE it’s BIBLICAL … AND it HELPS us GROW in 
our FAITH! 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE … Matthew 25:40 = 40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the 
truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,* you 
were doing it to me!’ 10  NOT JUST LIP SERVICE … FULL WEIGHT! 
FIRST of our EARNINGS go back to the ONE who Blessed us in the 1st place! That’s 
why WE/I do Automated Giving! I get paid … the TITHE comes OUT FIRST! 
God’s plan for BUILDING His Church was through TITHING and GIVING of the 
FOLLOWERS ... Share the GOOD NEWS! To REFRESH OTHERS! 
As Developing Followers of Jesus Christ, WE need to KNOW what the BIBLE says 
about GIVING … NOT just what we THINK it should say. 
MONEY is a HEART ISSUE. And GOD wants what is BEST for your HEART! Listen, if 
GOD LOVES US so much that HE is willing to GIVE UP His OWN SON FOR US, WHY 
would GOD LEAD us ASTRAY in FINANCES?!   
Next Week: A DIFFERENT CHRISTMAS! 

 
“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” — C.S. Lewis 

“Truth without Grace is Fundamentalism (Brutality). Grace without Truth is Sentimentalism (Hypocrisy).” 

Special thanks to Andy Stanley, Nelson Searcy, and R.A. Pegram for outlines and ideas for this worship series. 

 

 
10 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 25:40). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 


