
Sermon for February 14, 2021      BMZ Church 

 

Series: “EKKLESIA” 

Text: Matthew 16:21-28; 10:16-39; 2 Corinthians 5:10-11 

Title: “DO YOU REALLY WANT TO FOLLOW JESUS?” 

 

Introduction: GOOD MORNING, BMZ! Glad you’re WITH US as we WRAP UP our 

SERIES about “EKKLESIA”! We’ve been talking about BMZ CHURCH BEING 

“EKKLESIA” in 2021 and beyond. 

In MATTHEW 16, Jesus takes His Disciples to CEASAREA PHILIPPI and 

DECLARES He will BUILD His “CHURCH” and the GATES of HELL will NOT be 

able to WITHSTAND this “CHURCH”. The WORD Jesus used was the GREEK 

“EKKLESIA” … an ASSEMBLY of PEOPLE for a PURPOSE / MISSION. 

ORGANIZED to ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING … sometimes APPLIED to SOLDIERS 
going out on a MISSION. 

FIRST … We Will Not Play It Safe. Jesus didn’t, why would we? We will do 

whatever it takes to be the Church God calls us to be … even if it’s never been done 

before!  SECOND … We Will Be a ONE-MAN SHOW! Everything we do around here 

will be centered on Jesus and what Jesus calls us to … GREAT COMMANDMENT/ 

GREAT COMMISSION / GREAT COMPASSION. Jesus orders are the orders we will 

follow.  THIRD … We Will BEG GOD to CHANGE LIVES! At BMZ lives are 

changing. NOT because of Stan, but because we are begging GOD to CHANGE LIVES! 

Back in January of 1999 I got a phone call I wanted to hang up on. It was a call 

from a District Superintendant asking me if I was willing to leave Chili, WI and move my 

family. I wanted to hang up, but God would not let me. By the time I got off the phone, 

Sarah said, “We’re moving, aren’t we?” The next day, I got another call to tell me I was 

being asked by the Bishop and the Cabinet to interview at Boscobel/Mt. Zion. 6 weeks 

later, we moved in… From the time of the first phone call, I have felt called by God 

to be the pastor of BMZ Church. That was the start. That was a long time ago. 

 As we WRAP UP “EKKLESIA” today, I thought we’d do …  

A LITTLE BIBLE STUDY…  

Back to Caesarea Philippi … Who do PEOPLE say I am? WHO do YOU say I 

am? PETER gets it RIGHT … You are the MESSIAH, the SON of the LIVING GOD! 

Jesus says he will BUILD His EKKLESIA and the GATES of HELL will NOT 

WITHSTAND the NEVER-ENDING MOVEMENT / “Called Out (Different from the 

Rest of the World) Assembly” … Jesus gives the KEYS to OPEN the KINGDOM of 

HEAVEN to the Disciples … AND, to US! BUT we ONLY get the KEYS to the 

KINGDOM and become PART of EKKLESIA as FORGIVEN / SAVED / BORN 

AGAIN / Working on BECOMING CHRIST-LIKE FOLLOWERS of JESUS… 

 Then … MATTHEW 16:20 = 20 Then he sternly warned the disciples not to 

tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 1 

#1 = Don’t TELL  

WHY would Jesus tell his Disciples NOT to TELL? They’ve taken the field trip 
to Caesarea Philippi, Peter has the right answer and then Jesus says, “Yep! SHHH!” 

 
1 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:20). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.20&off=0&ctx=itted+in+%E2%80%A2heaven.%E2%80%9D+%0a~20%C2%A0Then+he+sternly+w
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Why not tell? Because the Disciples did NOT yet UNDERSTAND what 

“MESSIAH” MEANT! IF the DISCIPLES, who hung around Jesus for three years, did 

NOT UNDERSTAND, certainly the other followers wouldn’t. 
What were the people EXPECTING in a “Messiah”? A military / POLITICAL 

LEADER who would take over the country, kick the ROMANS out and defeat their 

enemies so the country of Israel could experience PEACE! They were thinking “KING 
DAVID”. He was the LAST KING who brought their NATION POWER and PEACE! 

Why did Peter have a SWORD in the Garden of Gethsemane? REVOLUTION! 

Jerusalem TEA PARTY! ONE if by CAMEL; TWO if by SANDAL! 

Jesus told the Disciples to NOT TELL He was the Messiah, BECAUSE they did 

NOT have a DEFINITION of Messiah! Jesus still had to TEACH the Disciples what it 

was all about … the BIG PICTURE!  So, He STARTED TEACHING (you can 

see him take a deep breath …): “Okay fellas, this might not make any sense to you but, … 

Like, you guys THINK we are going to JERUSALEM for something BIG … well, it WILL 

be BIG ALRIGHT!” MATTHEW 16:21 = 21 From then on Jesus began to tell his 

disciples plainly that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he 

would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, 

and the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but on the third day he 

would be raised from the dead. 2 

Remember Disciples were ARGUING about WHO would sit at the RIGHT and 

LEFT of Jesus when Jesus took over? This was NOT what they had in mind! 

#2 = Not the MESSIAH You THOUGHT 

Jesus said the MESSIAH would SUFFER and DIE at the hands of RELIGIOUS 

LEADERS. “Suffering” and “Dying” were NOT on the Disciple’s RADAR … I don’t 
think they would have ARGUED about WHO would HANG on His RIGHT and LEFT. 

The DISCIPLES were THINKING “Great Warrior defeating enemies!” and 

Jesus TALKED about “Humbling himself before His enemies and giving up his life”. 
So, PETER SPEAKS UP (hard to believe): MATTHEW 16:22 = 22 But Peter 

took him aside and began to reprimand him for saying such things. “Heaven 
forbid, Lord,” he said. “This will never happen to you!” 3 Can you HEAR the 

CONCERN in Peter’s voice? He might have been CARING a BIT for his OWN SKIN, 

but I believe PETER CARED deeply about JESUS. 

Peter is trying to protect Jesus from harm … he must be asking, “Why would 

Jesus, this great man who heals and feeds and teaches and is so special; have to 

die?” IF Jesus DIES, we don’t have Him to LEAD us to OVERTHROW the Romans! 

See, Peter did NOT understand how the REVOLUTION was going to START! 

BUT JESUS DID! Check out Jesus’ response: MATTHEW 16:23 = 23 Jesus turned 

to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. 

You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” 4 

Remember back in MATTHEW / LUKE 4 when Jesus was in the wilderness and 

was tempted by Satan? Satan was trying to give Jesus a SHORT CUT to 

ACCOMPLISHING his PURPOSE … trying to invite Jesus to BYPASS the CROSS! 

Guess what PETER was doing here? Trying to TEMPT JESUS to BYPASS the CROSS! 

 
2 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:21). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
3 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:22). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
4 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:23). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.21&off=25&ctx=+Predicts+His+Death%0a~21%C2%A0From+then+on+%E2%80%A2Jes
https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.22&off=0&ctx=sed+from+the+dead.+%0a~22%C2%A0But+%E2%80%A2Peter+took+h
https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.23&off=0&ctx=er+happen+to+you!%E2%80%9D+%0a~23%C2%A0%E2%80%A2Jesus+turned+to+
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Jesus knew there was only ONE WAY to ACCOMPLISH what he’d come for … 

by hanging on a CROSS for the SINS of the PEOPLE of the WORLD! 

Poor Peter was stuck. All Peter could see about Jesus dying was his HUMAN 

POINT OF VIEW! “If Jesus dies, what will I do? I’ll have to go back to fishing. I 
wonder what shape the boat’s in and if we still have our spots reserved. Where 

will I get good netting this time of year? Man, those fish stink … I’d rather be 
hanging out with Jesus with all these crowds … feeling like a rock star!” 

HUMAN point of VIEW! Peter missed the part where Jesus was coming back to 

life. Do you know why? PETER FORGOT to FACTOR GOD into the EQUATION! He 

was thinking HUMAN … NOT GOD! He left NO GOD-ROOM! 

I wonder HOW OFTEN WE see things from a HUMAN POINT of VIEW and 

NOT from God’s? Are you leaving some “God Room” in that situation in your life? 

After he harshly addresses Peter, Jesus EXPLAINS … MATTHEW 16:24-26 = 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you 
must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 25 If you try to hang 

on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will 

save it. 26 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own 

soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? 5 

Question: Do you REALLY want to FOLLOW JESUS? 

#3 = Not the LEADER You HOPED 

Jesus might not be the leader you hoped for. Following Jesus is NOT ABOUT 

YOUR COMFORT and what YOU WANT! You want to follow Jesus? You want to 

follow Jesus? It’s going to COST YOU! HOW MUCH? Answer: EVERYTHING! 

Jesus: If you want to FOLLOW ME, you must “TURN from your SELFISH 

WAYS”! It’s NOT ABOUT YOU anymore! You want to follow Jesus? Then you give up 

your DREAMS, WISHES and DESIRES and latch onto Jesus’ DREAMS, WISHES and 
DESIRES! Do you know what that means? That means you might not get to do what you 

thought you were going to get to do! GOD may have DIFFERENT PLANS for YOU! 

Then, Jesus says we are to take up our CROSS and FOLLOW Him (MATTHEW 

10:16-39): Today the CROSS is a SYMBOL of LOVE and SACRIFICE, but that’s NOT 

what it meant to Jesus’ Disciples! In the 1st CENTURY the CROSS was a GHASTLY 

means of CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. The Romans did NOT SPEAK of the CROSS in 

SOCIAL SETTINGS. In FACT, no Roman citizen could be crucified. The cross was 

saved for enemies! 

Jesus had NOT YET TOLD the Disciples He would DIE on a CROSS, but Jesus 

was PAINTING a PICTURE for the Disciples; what it would LOOK LIKE to truly 

FOLLOW JESUS! Grab a Cross! 

Are you sure you want to follow Jesus? Do you have what it takes? 

Jesus goes on to talk about the CHOICES the Disciples have—they can choose to 

FOLLOW JESUS or choose to FOLLOW their OWN selfish WAYS … HANG ON to 

your LIFE or GIVE UP your LIFE (JESUS’ WAY or a RUINED EKKLESIA!): 

You can: DENY YOURSELF or LIVE for YOURSELF. Take up YOUR 

CROSS or IGNORE the CROSS. You can FOLLOW JESUS or the WORLD. 

 
5 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:24–26). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.24&off=0&ctx=not+%E2%80%A2from+God%E2%80%99s%E2%80%A2.%E2%80%9D+%0a~24%C2%A0Then+%E2%80%A2Jesus+said+
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SURRENDER your life for the sake of THE KINGDOM or choose to SAVE your 

life for YOUR KINGDOM. 

KEEP your SOUL or LOSE your SOUL … ETERNITY is a LONG TIME!  You 

can SHARE in Jesus’ GLORY and REWARD or LOSE IT. 

To DENY yourself MEANS you GIVE YOURSELF COMPLETELY to JESUS, 

the MESSIAH, the SON of the LIVING GOD and SHARE in His HUMILITY, SHAME 

and DEATH!   REMEMBER the IMMORAL WOMAN at Jesus’ FEET (Luke 7)? 

To take up your CROSS DOES NOT MEAN to carry burdens or to have 

problems … My SLOW HEALING BROKEN TOE is NOT my CROSS to BEAR! 

Do you know what is? Me giving up my life for the sake of Jesus… MEANING I 

do WHATEVER it takes for ONE MORE PERSON to get to KNOW JESUS. It’s NOT 

about ME. I GIVE UP my RIGHTS to MYSELF and SURRENDER DAILY before 

JESUS. It means I give up some DIGNITY and become a DOORMAT at TIMES … 

HUMILITY (Christ-Like). It means I do NOT get to RESPOND to HATEFUL WORDS 

(SPOKEN OR WRITTEN) and ASSUMPTIONS about my CHARACTER. 

It means I work weekends … and FULL weeks and I’m on call 24/7. It means I 

NEVER QUIT THINKING about ministry. I can’t stop. It means MY FAMILY is 

constantly under scrutiny … “Isn’t that the pastor’s kid?” FISHBOWL! 

It means I’m not allowed to get mad when people decide to tell lies about me or 

write letters to my District Superintendent, containing lies and half-truths and then they 

don’t even have the guts to sign them! It means rumors fly around a small town about me 

… Mostly from people who claim they are Christians … ELEPHANT in the ROOM = 

Churchy people kill pastors! For pastors, it means people can have OUTLANDISH 

EXPECTATIONS of their PASTOR … expectations they would NEVER place on 
themselves. For pastors, bearing a cross means people feel like they have the RIGHT to 

talk about the pastor like they would NEVER talk about any other human being (in front 

of him or her as well as behind their back) … and the pastor better not get upset about it! 

You know, I could have spent my time here defending myself, but then we 

wouldn’t have accomplished a thing over the past 20 years… 

Please understand this is not a pity party—I knew what I signed up for. My 

Dad was a pastor…  Other pastors do NOT. Be better for your next pastor. 

Jesus … MATTHEW 16:27 = 27 For the Son of Man will come with his angels 

in the glory of his Father and will judge all people according to their deeds.6 

#4 = By Our DEEDS  

JESUS is going to JUDGE people according to their DEEDS! This is NOT a 

JUDGEMENT of SIN … this is the BELIEVER’S JUDGMENT (starting next week!). 

PAUL clarifies it a bit in his 2nd Letter to the Corinthians … 2 CORINTHINANS 5:10 = 
10 For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever 

we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body. 7 Once we’ve 

been SAVED by Jesus and decided to take up our cross and FOLLOW Jesus, we will be 

JUDGED on whether or not we SERVED HIM to the BEST of our ABILITY! HOW did 

we RESPOND to the GIFT of SALVATION we RECEIVED? With GOOD WORDS or 

EVIL WORDS? GOOD ACTIONS or EVIL ACTIONS? GOOD ATTITUDES or EVIL 

ATTITUDES? We WILL receive what we DESERVE… 

 
6 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:27). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 
7 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (2 Co 5:10). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.27&off=0&ctx=re+than+your+%E2%80%A2soul%3f+~27%C2%A0For+the+Son+of+%E2%80%A2M
https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.2Co5.10&off=0&ctx=l+is+to+please+him.+~10%C2%A0For+we+must+%E2%80%A2all+
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Do YOU want to FINISH STRONG … HOW do YOU want to GO into 

ETERNITY? Scripture says there will be believers who will CRY out in ANGUISH 

(“Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth”) when they REALIZE the OPPORTUNITIES that 

they MISSED… 2nd CORINTHIANS 5:11 = 11 Because we understand our fearful 

responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade others.8 

Many who CLAIM JESUS as SAVIOR will CRY OUT when they REALIZE 

they MISSED OUT on the REWARDS of the Kingdom. WHY? BECAUSE they did 

NOT RESPOND WELL to JESUS SALVATION and SERVE the KINGDOM as a 

CHRIST-LIKE FOLLOWER of JESUS!  The did NOT WORK HARD to PERSUADE 

OTHERS. They did NOT SHARE their FAITH. They did NOT INVITE OTHERS to 

WORSHIP with them. They were TOO AFRAID! 

Many who CLAIM JESUS as their SAVIOR … NEVER REALLY CHANGE. 

They NEVER TURN from their SELFISH WAYS, TAKE UP a CROSS and FOLLOW 

JESUS! The OLD has NOT GONE and the NEW has NOT COME. They are 

INCREDIBLY SIMILAR to HOW they were BEFORE they CLAIM they MET JESUS! 

JESUS SAYS … You will ANSWER FOR IT! 

#5 = FINISH Strong HOW? 

I PROMISE to STRIVE to FINISH STRONG! I plan to PRESS ON toward the 

GOAL until I CAN’T PRESS NO MORE! I promise to finish strong. Here’s how: 
I’m going to FOLLOW JESUS as closely as I possibly can. I do hereby 

GUARANTEE I will screw up, make some poor decisions and I will FAIL you … BUT I 

WILL PURSUE “the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”! 

I will CONTINUE to READ my BIBLE and LIVE under the NEW COVENANT 

… I will PRAY WITHOUT CEASING. I will SEEK JESUS at all TURNS (Daily / 

minutely), and I will ALLOW GOD to CONTINUE to TRANSFORM ME by 

CHANGING the WAY I THINK! 

I will do all I can to LIVE CHRIST-LIKE, with HUMILITY and INTEGRITY. I 

am going to love my wife and pursue her relentlessly! You need me to do that (house in 

order). I’m going to be involved in my kid’s lives, help raise them the best I can, and 

personally invite them to serve the Kingdom! I understand that if my kids turn out okay, 

it’s only by the Grace of God…  AND, caring for myself physically… 

 I INVITE YOU to DO the SAME.  EKKLESIA! 

Let’s Pray! 
 

Next Steps:  I will memorize 2 Corinthians 5:10 

I will read Matthew 16 and 2 Corinthians 5 

I will sign up for a Growth Group. 

I will INVITE a friend to worship at BMZ Church (online / parking lot) 

this month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (2 Co 5:11). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.2Co5.11&off=25&ctx=e+God%E2%80%99s+Ambassadors%0a~11%C2%A0Because+we+unders
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Hosting (Closing) 
HEY, it has been a GREAT DAY here at BMZ… Glad you’ve been here with us! 
NEXT STEPS on your CONNECTION CARD (FULLY FILLED OUT!!)  
You can drop that card in the offering basket. 

IF you are a First-Time Guest with us today …  We are so glad you 
joined us … And we have a GIFT for you.  It’s this book “UNSHAKABLE” 
and it’s at the BACK TABLE / By the DOORS… 
all you need to do is HIT “SEND” your COMPLETED Connection Card  
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I just want to remind … STEWARDSHIP is DISCIPLESHIP … we RECEIVE an 
OFFERING EVERY Sunday BECAUSE it’s BIBLICAL … it HELPS us GROW in 
our FAITH! 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE … MATTHEW 16:24 = 24 Then Jesus said to 
his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your 
own way, take up your cross, and follow me.   

NOT JUST LIP SERVICE … FULL WEIGHT! FIRST of our EARNINGS go 
back to the ONE who Blessed us in the 1st place! That’s why WE/I do Automated 
Giving! … the TITHE comes OUT FIRST! 

God’s plan for BUILDING His Church was through TITHING and GIVING 
of the FOLLOWERS ... Share the GOOD NEWS! To REFRESH OTHERS! 

As Developing Followers of Jesus Christ, WE need to KNOW what the 
BIBLE says about GIVING … NOT just what we THINK it should say. 

MONEY is a HEART ISSUE. And GOD wants what is BEST for your 
HEART! Listen, if GOD LOVES US so much that HE is willing to GIVE UP His 
OWN SON FOR US, WHY would GOD LEAD us ASTRAY in FINANCES?  

Next Week: HEAVEN and HELL! 
 “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” — C.S. Lewis 

“Truth without Grace is Fundamentalism (Brutality). Grace without Truth is Sentimentalism (Hypocrisy).” 

Special thanks to Andy Stanley, Nelson Searcy, and R.A. Pegram for outlines and ideas for this worship series. 
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2007 study by the Francis Shaeffer Institute showed, 90% of people who enter the 

ministry … don’t finish. They quit somewhere along the way… 

 Mark Driscoll of Mars Hill Church in Seattle, Washington shared these statistics: 

- 1500 pastors leave the ministry each month due to moral failure, spiritual 

burnout, or contention in their churches. 

- 50% of pastor’s marriages will end in divorce. 
- 50% of pastors are so discouraged they would leave the ministry if they could, 

but they can’t see any other way of making a living. 

- 80% of seminary graduates will leave the ministry within the first five (5) 

years. 

- 70% of pastors constantly fight depression. 

- 80% of pastor’s spouses wish their spouse would choose another profession. 

 

This is just a small sampling. For more, research “pastor burnout rate”. 

 

This is information. It’s not a pity party. It’s information for the church. The position of 

clergy is one of the most misunderstood occupations in the world. For the vast majority 

of you, I will not be your last pastor. Please attempt to be Christ-like to your pastors. 

 

From Barna Research (?): 

Two myths about pastors float around in the church today. The first is the claim that the average 

tenure of a pastor in a local church is just 2 years, when statistics from most research groups 

show the number to be between 5 and 7. 

The second myth stems from the first. People automatically assume that the relatively short 

tenures of many pastors are caused by a selfish mix of greed and laziness among the clergy. Stay 

at one church a couple years; use up your sermons and illustrations; then hop over to another 

church in a different town and do it all over again. Or even worse… Stay at a church and bide your 
time until a bigger and better opportunity arises; move to a higher position in another church and 

climb the church ladder of ministry success. 

No doubt there are lazy and greedy pastors out there. And unfortunately, some pastors do make 

ministry decisions based on these factors. At first, the statistics seem to back up the accusations. 

After all, if a pastor stays only a few years at a local church, we assume must be some deficiency in 

the pastor’s character. I’ve even heard seminary professors (many of whom have never pastored a 
church in their life) dump on pastors for changing churches every few years. And thus, the myth 

of the church-hopping pastor begins. 

But there is another side to this phenomenon. The statistics regarding ministerial tenure may 

be correct, but could our interpretation of these numbers be inadequate? Very few people take 

into account the church situations that many of these pastors go into. 

Many ministers begin in small, rural churches. Many of these churches are run by prominent 

families or a deacon board with strong community and family ties. Often, these churches do not 

want to be pastored. These churches want someone to come and preach and perform ministerial 

rites. They do not want to be challenged or led into deeper Christianity. A pastor who preaches a 

Gospel that confronts complacency, apathy, and other sins may find he/she is not welcome in that 
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church. A minister might wind up in two or three of these types of churches within a ten-year 

period. 

Therefore, the picture is not so much of a pastor who greedily hops from church to church, but a 

man of God who wants to do God’s work being chased out of churches that have no interest in 

serious Gospel ministry. Think about it. Most young pastors have school-age children. What 

man wants to uproot his family several times over a fifteen-year period, just so he won’t have to 
come up with fresh pulpit material? Most of the pastors I’ve talked to yearn for solid, lifelong 

ministry in one community of faith. But sadly, many churches do not want to be truly pastored. 

So, let’s put an end to this myth about pastors with a hard, terrible truth: there are more pastor-

chasing churches than church-hopping pastors. 

 


