
Sermon for January 17, 2021       BMZ Church 

 

Series: “EKKLESIA” 

Text: Matthew 16:13 

Title: “A DANGEROUS PLACE” 

 

Introduction: Happy New Year Everybody! We are 3 weeks into 2021. How many of 

you have bailed out on your New Year’s resolutions? 

 I have now been at BMZ long enough to reminisce. In about 6 weeks I will be 

celebrating 22 years here! I got here in March of 1999 and it seems like yesterday… 
Nicole was getting ready for kindergarten, Sally toddling around, Molly less than a year 

old and Lily wasn’t even a dream yet! So, as I was getting ready to lay out some 

resolutions, I was thinking about how the world has changed over the past 22 years… 

 In 1999, cell phones were used to make phone calls … the technology was 
available, but no one was texting. You didn’t have caller ID on your cell phone, so you 
answered your phone!   The world has changed… 

 Over the next few weeks, I want to talk to you about what is NOT going to 

change here at BMZ. We have attempted to make these things true over 22 years and we 

want to get better in 2021 and beyond! I have SOME RESOLUTIONS I want to share 

over the next 4-5 weeks and I’m gleaning them from Jesus! We are going to use Matthew 

16 to discover what it means to follow Jesus as an EKKLESIA. 

 Let’s START by addressing the WORD “CHURCH”. In MATTHEW 16, Jesus 
takes His Disciples to CEASAREA PHILIPPI and DECLARES He will BUILD His 

“CHURCH” and the GATES of HELL will NOT be able to WITHSTAND this 

“CHURCH”. The WORD Jesus used was the GREEK “EKKLESIA” … an ASSEMBLY 

of PEOPLE for a PURPOSE / MISSION. ORGANIZED to ACCOMPLISH 

SOMETHING … sometimes APPLIED to SOLDIERS going out on a MISSION. 
 CHURCH is NOT a BUILDING. It’s a MOVEMENT of PEOPLE FOLLOWING 

JESUS! GOING into ALL the WORLD! 

 UNFORTUNATELY, when the BIBLE was TRANSLATED from the 

ORIGINAL GREEK into GERMAN, and then ENGLISH, the word “EKKLESIA” was 
NOT TRANSLATED, but SUBSTITUTED. The GERMANS used their word, 

“KIRCHE” … English translation = “CHURCH”. IMPLYING this MOVEMENT 

JESUS INITIATED would become a BUILDING or “HOUSE of GOD”.  This is HARD 

for us to HEAR because we have NOT HEARD IT MUCH! “CHURCH” is 
EKKLESIA according to JESUS and KIRCHE according to PEOPLE. We like to think 

we can CONTAIN GOD in a PLACE and MEET HIM THERE.   God 

REMINDS us throughout our BIBLES that He is MOBILE and EVERYWHERE! NOT 

CONTAINABLE!  In ISAIAH 66, God reminds the people HE CANNOT be 

CONTAINED in a BUILDING and He cares about HEARTS, NOT BUILDINGS! 

 All that to SAY, we NEED to be EKKLESIA, NOT KIRCHE! We CAN NOT 

and WILL NOT CONTAIN GOD … how ARROGANT we ARE! Let’s be a 
MOVEMENT of PEOPLE going into ALL the WORLD and MAKING MORE 

FOLLOWERS of JESUS … meaning Jesus is on the MOVE! HOW do we DO THAT? 

 MATTHEW 16 … Jesus and the Disciples. Before we get to our scripture for 

today, a little bit of BACKGROUND: 
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Jesus has been in ministry in the Galilee Region. He has TAUGHT the “Sermon 
on the Mount”, HEALED many, WALKED on water, CALMED storms, FED 

thousands, TAUGHT about THE KINGDOM, etc. Jesus has MOVED from SHOWING 

his LOVE through HEALING and FEEDING to TEACHING them WHO God IS and 

WHO God wants THEM to be. Jesus CHALLENGES: they CAN’T keep LIVNG the 

WAY they ARE and expect to be in a RIGHT RELATIONSHIP with GOD. 

 Then, the Pharisees and Sadducees demand a sign from heaven to prove Jesus’ 
authority. IOW, all the physical signs of miraculous healing and feeding, etc. are not 

enough. Jesus tells them “only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a 

miraculous sign…”  JESUS = ONLY SIGN He will give is the sign of the prophet 

JONAH (in the belly of the fish for 3 days and then is “resurrected”). Jesus is foretelling 
what the Pharisees and Sadducees will do to Him and how it will turn out. 

 Jesus then warns the Disciples of the “YEAST of the Pharisees and Sadducees”. 
The Disciples (duh) think Jesus is saying someone should have brought bread on their 

trip. They ARGUE about who didn’t bring bread. Jesus reminds them they don’t need to 
worry about bread (remember Me feeding the 4,000 and the 5,000 men?). The “YEAST 

of the Pharisees and Sadducees” has nothing to do with BREAD! 

 The Disciples figure out Jesus is talking about their DECEPTIVE TEACHINGS / 

Old Covenant Stuff … “Oh, that was like a metaphor … I get it now!” 

 THEN, Jesus and the Disciples go on a field trip. MATTHEW 16:13 = 13 When 

Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 1 

 Yep. That’s it. One verse. But do we understand where Jesus took the Disciples?  

#1 = Caesarea Philippi = DANGEROUS 

They left Galilee and went NORTH to the foothills of Mt. Hermon … to the city 

of Caesarea Philippi, formerly known as PANIAS or Arab; BANIAS. It was named after 

the Greek God, Pan. PAN was a god that was half GOAT and half MAN and played a 

FLUTE. There were also SHRINES and TEMPLES for BAAL and CAESAR. Jesus 

TOOK them to PAGAN COUNTRY! 

Now, understand Jesus and his Disciples were JEWISH. They were constantly 

concerned about RITUAL CLEANLINESS. They could not enter a place like Caesarea 

Philippi without threatening their cleanliness. 

Caesarea Philippi was a dangerous place… I know what you are thinking: “It 
couldn’t have been that bad… how bad could it be?” BANIAS or Caesarea Philippi was 

a place of sacrifices to the gods of Baal and PAN. One way people would worship PAN 

was to spend time with GOATS … if you know what I mean… it was BAAAD! 

The crack in the stone wall (PICTURE?) was known as the Gate of Hades / Hell. 

Jesus took them to this place far from what these men were accustomed to … He 
took them OUT OF THEIR COMFORT ZONE … This was NOT a SAFE PLACE! 

Jesus took his Disciples to THIS PLACE to announce the beginning of THE 

EKKLESIA! Not Jerusalem, but a place known as the Gates of Hell and Jesus said, 

“…and upon this rock I will build my church / EKKLESIA, and the Gates of Hades 

will not conquer it.” This was the backdrop! Jesus was going to build a MOVEMENT / 

an ASSEMBLY of people who would CONVERT even those of Caesarea Philippi! 

 
1 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mt 16:13). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Mt16.13&off=32&ctx=aration+about+Jesus%0a~13%C2%A0%E2%80%A2When+%E2%80%A2Jesus+came
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Here’s my FIRST RESOLUTION for 2021 and beyond: BE IT RESOLVED: We 

will NOT PLAY IT SAFE!   I’ve LOOKED in my BIBLE for those places where Jesus 

says LIFE is going to get EASY now that we’re following Him. I can’t find them! 
Jesus took the Disciples across the Sea of Galilee to the land of the GERASENES 

/ GADARINES (Luke 8/Matthew 8). These were Gentile people (they had PIGS) who 

didn’t want anything to do with Jews … Jesus took his Jewish buddies there! 
 Jesus took the Disciples through a region called “SAMARIA”. Samaritans did 

not want anything to do with the Jewish people and vice versa! Samaritans were Jews 

intermixed with foreigners … you didn’t associate with Samaritans! And JESUS made an 

APPOINTMENT with an IMMORAL SAMARITAN WOMAN near HER TOWN! 

Jesus faced off with the Pharisees, Sadducees, and religious leaders of the day … 
these were men with power … and Jesus confronted them because they were NOT of 

GOD! Jesus said if we want to follow Him, we must TAKE UP our CROSS DAILY and 

follow Him! Here’s the PROBLEM with many who claim to be Christians…  
#2 = No More ROSE GARDENS 

This is what we think following Jesus will look like. We think IF we’re willing to 

GIVE our LIVES to JESUS, everything in life is going to BE SMOOTH and EASY. 

I still can’t find reference to “LA-Z-BOY” in my Bible! Yes, Jesus says his 

YOKE is LIGHT, and He will bring PEACE, but He also said He came NOT to bring 

PEACE, but a SWORD! Jesus said IF we want to FOLLOW Him, we must take up our 

CROSS DAILY and FOLLOW Him… Doesn’t sound like a La-Z-boy to me! 

We think following Jesus is like wrapping up in an eternal Snuggie! BUT, if you 

READ Scripture and LISTEN to Jesus, you will find that Jesus SO OFTEN took those 

FOLLOWING Him into UNSAFE PLACES! 

JESUS, the ONE WE CLAIM to FOLLOW … told His Disciples (next passage 

after the one we are in) it was necessary for him to GO to JERUSALEM, SUFFER many 

terrible things and ultimately be KILLED by the religious leaders. Do you know what 

Jesus did with that information? He did NOT AVOID Jerusalem … He went there! 
Jesus PREDICTED a HARD ROAD for himself, then got on that road and went! 

And we think if we follow Jesus, He is going to wrap us up in a “Snuggie” and tell us to 

relax because everything is going to go smoothly from now on? 

THIS is one of the reasons many turn their back on Christianity: Someone told 

them, “Christianity = COMFY” and when life doesn’t turn out comfortable; they quit! 

Listen, following Jesus is not about playing it safe. So, BMZ will take 

NECESSARY RISKS for the sake of “EKKLESIA” and God’s Kingdom. I promise 

we’ll make mistakes, but we WILL NOT PLAY IT SAFE! Not following Jesus… 

ONE WAY we PLAY it SAFE is to follow the “CHURCH RULES” … We’re 

going to break those rules! Here’s 3 of them we will break: 

#3 = Three RULES We Will BREAK 

1. PERFECTION Rule 

Perfection Rule = you must be perfect or darn close to perfect before you can be 

part of a church! If you are NOT PERFECT and do NOT know HOW to ACT = GET 

OUT! BTW = Perfect is OFTEN DEFINED by whomever has the loudest mouth. 

… Times my wife, Sarah, and I have walked into a daughter’s room at night or in 

the morning = AWFUL SMELL … Do you know what I do in those moments? I 

EMBRACE her in her VOMIT! I scoop her up and carry her into the BATHROOM and 
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get all the “Yuckies” off her and TELL HER I LOVE HER. AND, as she is saying, 

“Daddy, I’m so sorry. I’m so sorry.” I tell her it’s okay and I love her so much… 

Yet, as a church, often we respond to people covered in VOMIT / SINFULNESS / 

SOCIAL INAPPROPRIATENESS, etc. by saying, “Please go somewhere else and clean 
up your bed and change your clothes and fix your smell and then come …”  

Let’s check Scripture … Jesus was continually in trouble with RELIGIOUS 

LEADERS because he hung out with TAX COLLECTORS, PROSTITUTES, 

IMMORAL PEOPLE, SAMARITANS, GENTILES, UNCLEAN people! Jesus 

embraced these people IN THEIR VOMIT! 

IF YOU have NOT ADMITTED to God that YOU are absolutely COVERED in 

VOMIT; Jesus can NOT do a thing for you… If we, as churches, don’t create a PLACE 

for people to come and admit they are covered in VOMIT and if we don’t embrace them 
in their vomit … God cannot use us as churches; and won’t! Jesus HUNG on a CROSS to 

FORGIVE SIN. If we don’t give Jesus our sinfulness, what’s the use? 

If you believe you are PERFECT or HOLIER than anyone in your CHURCH … 
you are NOT part of “CHURCH” (a movement of people headed in Kingdom direction!). 

Please understand we are supposed to EMBRACE people in their VOMIT / 

SINFULNESS, but we don’t leave them like that. We agree to partner with Jesus to get 
them cleaned up and out of their stench. 

2. PREDICTABLE Rule 

Jesus’ Ministry = Unpredictable. Jesus had thousands of people following him, 

not because of his routine and doing things the same way all the time, but because they 

didn’t want to miss what He might do NEXT! (feeding, healing, teaching in ways they 

had never heard…) And WE as His FOLLOWERS do NOT LIKE CHANGE … we want 

the SAME WAY EVERY TIME, and IF it is NOT, something is WRONG!  

NOPE! NOT WRONG! Just DIFFERENT … and MAYBE JESUS is trying to 

GET your ATTENTION because you’ve gotten TOO COMFORTABLE… 

The HOLY SPIRIT is DESCRIBED in a couple ways in the BIBLE. There are 

TWO ELEMENTS used to give us a picture of what the Holy Spirit of God is like: 

WIND and FIRE! I wonder—If you put Wind and Fire together, is that PREDICTABLE? 

People have asked me what is going to happen at BMZ over the next year … five 
years, etc. ANSWER = I DON’T KNOW! Do you know WHY I Don’t Know? Because 

we are going to FOLLOW JESUS! Where to? JERUSALEM / JUDEA / SAMARIA / 

The ENDS of the EARTH. 

I don’t know what that looks like yet … BUT we WILL FOLLOW Jesus there! 

3. PASSIVE Rule 

House on Fire = Let’s pray for the Smiths. “Lord, please help the Smiths because 
their house is on fire and if they don’t get out of their soon … well, I’m afraid, God. 
Please do something quick. Amen.” 

Let’s have a Bible Study and find out what the BIBLE says about house fires. 

Let’s start a CLASS on house fires … we can invite someone from the Fire 
Department and see what they can teach us… NOT THAT WE WILL EVER DO 
ANYTHING ABOUT IT, but at least we will be INFORMED! 

Let’s go grab our SNUGGIES and our LA-Z-BOYS and get comfortable … 
maybe we can “Go Deeper”! 



 5 

BTW = “GO DEEPER” … When people ask if they can “Go Deeper” (some are 
sincere), many are ASKING ME to PREACH in ways so deep that it’s CONFUSING to 

them, so they don’t have to DO anything with what you’ve told them! 
It’s been said (maybe John Maxwell?) that as Christians, most are EDUCATED 

way beyond our OBEDIENCE! 

When someone comes to you and asks if you can “Go Deeper”, say, “YES!” Let’s 
talk about TITHING! Where are you at on that one? After you go through their giving 

records to the Local Church, ask them how many meaningful conversations they’ve had 
in the last month with an unchurched person God has strategically positioned them with 

so they could invite them to get to know Jesus and/or come to worship… 

WOW! I went crazy there … let’s get back to the SMITH house … Please, if you 
see this happening on your way home, STOP the car, RUN up and KICK down the door 

and tell them their HOUSE is on FIRE and to GET OUT NOW! 

As Church / “EKKLESIA”, we need to kick down some doors because there are 

ETERNAL SOULS ON FIRE in your neighborhood! 

Please invite those people to a CHURCH (not a building) where they are going to 

hear the GOOD NEWS of Jesus Christ! Please TELL THEM God cares way MORE 

about their FUTURE then their PAST because Jesus hung on a cross for their past! 

If we are CHURCH, then MINISTRY is going to get MESSY! Do you know 

why? Because we will be working with SINNERS! 

Let’s Pray! 
 

Next Steps:  I will memorize Matthew 16:13 

I will read Matthew 16 and Luke 4 

I will pray about signing up for a Growth Group. 

I will INVITE a friend to worship at BMZ Church (online / parking lot) 

this month. 
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Hosting (Closing) 
HEY, it has been a GREAT DAY here at BMZ… Glad you’ve been here with us! 
NEXT STEPS on your CONNECTION CARD (FULLY FILLED OUT!!)  
You can drop that card in the offering basket. 

IF you are a First-Time Guest with us today …  We are so glad you 
joined us … And we have a GIFT for you.  It’s this book “UNSHAKABLE” 
and it’s at the BACK TABLE / By the DOORS… 
all you need to do is HIT “SEND” your COMPLETED Connection Card  
+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I just want to remind … STEWARDSHIP is DISCIPLESHIP … we RECEIVE an 
OFFERING EVERY Sunday BECAUSE it’s BIBLICAL … it HELPS us GROW in 
our FAITH! 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE … LUKE 11:42 = 42 “What sorrow awaits you 
Pharisees! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your 
herb gardens, but you ignore justice and the love of God. You should tithe, 
yes, but do not neglect the more important things. 2 NOT JUST LIP 
SERVICE … FULL WEIGHT! FIRST of our EARNINGS go back to the ONE who 
Blessed us in the 1st place! That’s why WE/I do Automated Giving! … the TITHE 
comes OUT FIRST! 

God’s plan for BUILDING His Church was through TITHING and GIVING 
of the FOLLOWERS ... Share the GOOD NEWS! To REFRESH OTHERS! 

As Developing Followers of Jesus Christ, WE need to KNOW what the 
BIBLE says about GIVING … NOT just what we THINK it should say. 

MONEY is a HEART ISSUE. And GOD wants what is BEST for your 
HEART! Listen, if GOD LOVES US so much that HE is willing to GIVE UP His 
OWN SON FOR US, WHY would GOD LEAD us ASTRAY in FINANCES?!   

Next Week: AN EKKLESIA! JESUS TEACHES His Disciples SO MUCH 
in CAESAREA PHILIPPI … a GREAT WAY to START 2021! 

 “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” — C.S. Lewis 

“Truth without Grace is Fundamentalism (Brutality). Grace without Truth is Sentimentalism (Hypocrisy).” 

Special thanks to Andy Stanley, Nelson Searcy, and R.A. Pegram for outlines and ideas for this worship series. 

 

 
2 Tyndale House Publishers. (2015). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Lk 11:42). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nlt?ref=BibleNLT.Lk11.42&off=0&ctx=be+clean+all+over.+%0a~42%C2%A0%E2%80%9C%E2%80%A2What+sorrow+awa

