ESSENTIAL CONNECTIONS WORKSHOP
Preparation is more ESSENTIAL than promotion.  In all the work you are doing, work the best you can. Work as if you were doing it for the Lord, not for people. Colossians 3:23 (NCV) 
· Marketing: No matter how great your marketing is, you need to be ready when your guests show up!

  
Making a good first impression is ESSENTIAL.
· Facilities: Clean and welcoming. Lighting and smells. Parking. Review often!
· Signage: Directional. Clear, easy-to read/understand.
· Bulletin board/whiteboard: Up-to-date, neat.
· Website: Might be the VERY first impression someone gets of your church.
· Printed materials (bulletin, newsletter, etc): Informative, easy to understand. Guest section. (See handouts for more examples). Announcements should make sense to guests.
 

ALL OF YOUR MEDIA (bulletins, website, letterhead, etc) should be consistent in saying who you are as a church. Again, use everyday language, not religious terms! 
It's ESSENTIAL to create a culture of hospitality in your church! IT'S WHAT JESUS WOULD DO!!!
· Hospitality: People have a deep need to feel important!
· Greeters: Friendly and genuine. Trained--clear expectations, body language, words to use. Show your appreciation to them! (See handouts for more info).
· Welcome/information center: staffed with the RIGHT people (see above).

It's ESSENTIAL to create a culture of hospitality in your congregation! 
· More hospitality: EVERYONE in your church learns to reach out. 
· Create opportunity for it: Everything from missions to fellowship time.

· NO judging your guests. Jesus said, "Father, forgive these people! They don't know what they're doing." Luke 23:34(CEV). TRUE hospitality is ESSENTIAL in the chance to change someone's life!!
It's ESSENTIAL to Connect with the Local Culture: 
· Your community and local culture is unique. Discover how you can meet the various needs.
· Being down-to earth and relevant is ESSENTIAL in EVERYTHING! 
 
Now that you're prepared, it's ESSENTIAL to promote! Discover QUALITY ways to get people in the door. You can advertise that!
· People--need to invite friends and family

· Programs--what can you offer to get people to come…think needs again, including socializing, educational, and fun!

· Outreach--meet the needs of your community and world

It's ESSENTIAL to Open Your Doors:  
· Offer your facility as much as possible. 
· Take the opportunity. Make a great impression!
It's ESSENTIAL for Everyone to Know How to Connect.
· Connection Card. "One size fits all" for bulletin. Announcement during Worship. 

Guest Follow-up is ESSENTIAL: Do it ASAP! (See handouts for more info).
· Email is preferred.
· 1st time guest.

· 2-5th time guest. 
· 6th+ time guest. 

· Review files.

It's ESSENTIAL to Pray for God's to Lead You.  And pray for each person who walks through your church doors.

· You did not choose me. I chose you and sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last. Then my Father will give you whatever you ask for in my name. So I command you to love each other. John15:16-17(CEV)
 

 

ESSENTIAL reminders:
· It's ok to fail. It's just an opportunity to learn from it and try something new! Remember, don't confuse perfection with excellence! 

· The most ESSENTIAL thing is to love like Christ did.  Be real and relevant (He was!) and people will realize what you and your church are offering is ESSENTIAL to them as well. 

 

ESSENTIAL Q&A 

